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around his possessions, this immediate fence building being the distinctive
trait in the character of the Galician people. They are industrious, honest and
exceedingly frugal in their habits. If they need anything and have the mo ney on
hand, they make the purchase, but if they do not have the cash, they will wait
rather than go in debt."

"Hardworking are these simple-minded peasants, rising before sunrise and
laboring till darkness, the women doing a man's part in the field. Only the ba -
bies are immune from work, and there were enough of them to give promise of
thickly populating the colony in the near future."

Mr. Fredric Edmond Villeneuve: Member of Fourth Assembly for the North West
Territories, referring to Ukrainians in the Edmonton area

"The Montreal Gazette ", 1901 quoted by Kaye, Vladimir, Early Ukrainian Settle -
ments in Canada. 1895-1900, University of Toronto Press, 1964

Iwan Phylipiw:                                                              

"Our teacher used to talk about
America and Canada. Later I heard
more from Germans who had rela-
tives over there. A lot of people from
our village worked on log floats, their
people used to talk about Canada."

Norman Buchignani & Joan Engel,
Cul tures in Canada. Strength in Div -
ersity. Weigl Educational Publ., Edmont -
on,Alberta, 1984. P.40-41.

Wasyl Eleniak:

In contrast to Gretna, the first years
of homesteading at Edna/Star were
most difficult. "How we suffered-upro -
oted trees...dynamited roots and cleared
the land." Homesteading was difficult,
but "not as hard as living in Galicia"
under Austro- Hungarian rule.

November 10,1894
Gretna, Manitoba
b. Iwan William Eleniak
(son of Wasyl Eleniak and Anna

Roshko)   
Manitoba Vital Statistics

"At last In the Spring
of 1897 came the time for
our family to prepare for
the journey. Out of the
boards Father built a lar -
ge trunk with a space of
about twenty cubic fe et.
It had proper hinges, a
hasp and a large padlock.
Itwas painted gre en.

In the very bottom of
the trunk they placed
their winter clothes, bed
sheets and blankets. On
top of the trunk went
car  pentry tools; an axe,
hatchet, draw knife, spa -
de, hammer, planes, fra -
m ed handsaws. Nails,
chi sels, 2 sickles, grass
scy the, hoes, sieve, gar-
den rake and other tools
without handles, includ-
ing the shorter stick and
leathers of a flail. An -
other blanket covered
the tools. Holy pictures
were packed between pil-
lows. On top of these they
placed family dress clo -

thes; another covering and on top about twenty five cloth bundles of various gar-
den seeds, onions, garlic, horse-radish and dried corn cobs. Dried herbs, candies,
books were placed near the top. They were: a prayer book. History of Ukraine, a
school primer, and Short Bible Stories.                                             continued on p.9

n"Emigration was always a gamble and not all of the peasant immigrants ben-
efited equally. Those with adequate financial resources who settled on produc-
tive land usually did quite well; however, thousands of young single men and
women seeking employment in Canada's frontier regions and urban centres
were often much less fortunate. Sucked into a vortex of backbreaking toil and
indebtedness, the men, in particular, faced death and disability practically
daily, the victims of ex ploitation, humiliation and brutalization underworking
and living conditions that were frequently unspeakable. Moreover, the stress of
departure and resettlement strained family and community bonds and added
to the social disarray ob served among Ukrainian immigrants in all regions—
rural,frontier and urban—and in all parts of the new country."

O. T. Martynowych, Ukrainians in Canada: The Formative Period 1891-1924
(Edmonton: Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies Press, University of Alberta,
1991 p.59

Daily Nor'Wester, the newspaper regularly published a column under the title
"Galicians" where it noted every contingent of Galicians immigrants coming into the
city[Winnipeg].

May 18, 1898 informed "two special trains of Galicians immigrants arrived in
Winnipeg—one at 1-30p.m., the second at 6:00 p.m. The two trains carried 603
Galicians and 90 Russian Germans. The greater number of these went on by spe-
cial train to Saskatoon and Fish River, where they had been assigned a "reserved
territory." Twenty-three families, comprising 120 souls, left for Saltcoats and
Yorkton. They were joining relatives who had settled there earlier."

May 21, 1898 informed "another group of 700 Galicians" arrived.

May 24, 1898 informed "the liner "Pisa", from Hamburg, was expected to dock
in Halifax with 1000 Galicians."    

"ln the year 1897, the CPR had carried 10,864 immigrants to Winnipeg,
among them 1,519 English, 69 Irish, 205 Scotch, 520 German, 474 Scandin -
avian, 383 French and Belgian, 712 American citizens and 4,363 Galicians or
Ruthenians." The Ukrainians as we refer to them today constituted almost half
the immigrant contingent into Western Canada in 1898.

A few hundred Galicians who had left Canada for Dakota in the US on the
ad  vice of agents of the Northern Pacific Railway, returned after some time
"sad der but wiser men."

He also stated that in order to settle on homesteads in Western Canada im -
migrants had to have the following qualifications: "1. Willingness to work; 2)
experience with a cold climate; 3) a good physical constitution, 4) a good moral
character; 5) experience in agricultural pursuits."

He continued: "Both the men and
women (referring to Galicians) phys-
ically speaking are strong and heal -
thy in appearance. They are also in -
dustrious and frugal in their habits.
Their climate is almost as severe as
that of Manitoba, and their clothing
is suitable for the climate."

W. F. McCreary, Dominion Com -
mis  sioner of Immigration, "The Colon -
ist", January, 1898  Mayor of Winnipeg
(1897), Liberal MP Selkirk 

"They are certainly fine settlers,
and in comparatively short time will
develop into good and patriotic Ca -
nadians. When they first take up the -
ir 160 acres of land, each occupant
proceeds at once to build a fence

Pioneer steps revisited

Ukrainian immigrants arriving at Quebec City.

CELEBRATING 125 YEARS OF UKRAINIAN HERITAGE


